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STUDENT PROFILES 
 

Connor 
 
 Connor is an outgoing, enthusiastic boy.  He is genuinely interested in 
learning.  He figured out how to read at age 4 and has been known to 
immerse himself fully in passion areas such as dinosaurs, space, and sharks.  
He is working on his Black belt in taekwondo, plays soccer, and loves chess.  
Teachers have different reactions to Connor.  Some are excited about his 
interest in learning and are very patient with his never-ending stream of 
questions; others, however, are irritated by his “know-it-all” attitude, 
inability to sit still, and impatience with his classmates. 
 
Anna 
 
 Anna is a quiet girl with long brown hair and glasses.  Anna is not very 
coordinated and frequently reads at recess rather than joining in games with 
other students.  She completed the first Harry Potter book by the end of her 
first-grade year, and at home she is currently spending most of her time 
working through math and logic puzzle books her parents bought for her.  At 
school, however, her teacher remains unaware of her abilities because of her 
lack of participation in classroom activities. 
 
Kate 
 

Kate is an all-around well-liked student.  She has many friends at 
school, in her neighborhood, and on the various teams of sports in which she 
participates.  As a third grader, Kate started a school newspaper and enjoys 
being a “reporter” and writing stories.  She loves to create advertisements 
and frequently videotapes commercials for various products she likes.  Kate 
has always struggled in math, and this year was identified as having 
dyscalculia, a learning disability in math. 

 
Alex 
 
 Alex’s family moved to the United States 2 years ago.  Alex is having 
trouble learning English and is failing many of his subjects in school.  He 
spends his free time in the forest behind his house collecting insects.  He is 
fascinated by beetles, in particular, and is trying to identify as many 
different species as possible. 
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Matthew 
 
 Matthew lives alone with his mother and grandmother.  His mother 
works second shift at a factory, and his grandmother looks after him most of 
the time.  Matthew entered kindergarten without knowing his letters or 
numbers; however, he has an extensive knowledge of NASCAR statistics.  
Matthew’s cubby and table area are always a disorganized mess.  He has 
trouble staying on task and is frequently reprimanded.  Matthew is highly 
creative, and students gravitate to him for ideas of what to play at recess.  
He always asks interesting questions that demonstrate his ability to make 
connections. 
 
Isabel 
 
 Isabel always has a smile on her face.  She is “a friend to everyone,” 
and teachers frequently rely on her to pair up with other, more “challenging” 
students in the hopes that she will be a good influence on them.  Isabel 
works very hard in all of her subject areas and is rewarded with nearly all 
A’s.  Her teachers describe her as an absolute delight to have in class. 
 
Jackson 
 
 Jackson hates school and sees little point to learning subjects such as 
literature and history that he views as meaningless.  He is currently failing 
three subject areas, but his friends know he is quite bright.  He spends 
hours on his computer and is a self-taught accomplished programmer.  He is 
currently designing an online video game. 
 
 
 


